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UNDERSTANDING LABOUR MARKET DATA 


A Guide to Choosing the Best Data Source 


for Your Needs 


Are you using labour market information to its fullest? 


Do you know what’s available to you? 


Whether you’re in the public or private sector, a business person, a research consultant or a student, reliable 
data on employment, unemployment and employment income are often a key to making the right decisions. To 
get the most out of labour market data, it’s important to determine your needs and choose the best source of in- 
formation available. 


Statistics Canada has many data sources. The major ones are: 

@ Labour Force Survey 

@ Survey of Employment, Payrolls and Hours 

®@ Census of Population 

® Survey of Consumer Finances 

@ Labour Market Activity Survey 

® Survey of Job Opportunities 

@ Absence from Work Survey 

@ National Work Injuries Statistics Program 

@ Unemployment Insurance statistics 

@ Small area income estimates 

@ Labour income estimates 

@ Help-wanted Index 

@ Labour union returns (CALURA) 

@ Employer-sponsored pension plans data 
This guide reviews the most important sources of labour market data at Statistics Canada (pp. 2 to 25). A chart, 


which provides snapshot information of the data sources, is also included (pp. 26 and 27), followed by case 
studies that illustrate how these sources may be used to satisfy particular needs (pp. 28 to 33). 


To comment on this guide or for more copies, contact Christine Campbell (613-951-4629). 


Labour Force Survey (LFS) 


What it’s about: collects data on the labour market activities and demographic characteristics of the working- 
age population of Canada; provides estimates on the number and characteristics of the employed, the un- 
employed, and persons not in the labour force; is a survey vehicle for supplementary surveys on the labour 
market and other issues 


Who we survey: all persons in the population aged 15 and over residing in Canada, with the exception of resi- 
dents of the Yukon and Northwest Territories, persons living on Indian reserves, inmates of institutions and full- 
time members of the Armed Forces (exclusions account for less than 3% of the population) 


How we collect the data: sample of 48,000 households or 100,000 individuals (less than 1% of the population is 
surveyed); households are in the sample for six months - a personal interview is conducted the first time and 
telephone interviews are conducted in subsequent months 


How often: monthly 
The response rate: 96% 
The reference period: a given week of the month, usually the week containing the 15th day of the month 


The geographic detail: Canada, provinces, census metropolitan areas, economic regions, 41 census agglomera- 
tions (the smaller the population of an area, the less detailed the available data) 


The demographics: age, sex, education, marital status, family relationships and household composition 
What labour market information is collected: 

full- and part-time employment, and reasons for working part-time 

usual and actual hours of work 

job tenure 

occupation of current or most recent job 

industry of current or most recent job 

class of worker (paid worker, self-employed, unpaid family worker) 

family information (e.g., number of unemployed family members) 

hours of work lost, by reason 

methods of job search and type of job sought (full-time, part-time, temporary, permanent) 

school attendance (full-time or part-time) 

duration of unemployment 


identification of "discouraged workers", i.e., persons who looked for work in the previous six months but are 
not currently looking because they believe none is available (see also the Survey of Job Opportunities profile 
on p. 12) 


When it’s available: data published within 13 days of collection 

How far back: most data series are consistent since 1975; many are consistent back to 1966 
The advantages to you: 

* very timely information 


* long time series 


can be-linked to supplementary survey data such as individual and family income, volunteer work, child care, 
absence from work, smoking habits 


low recall errors 
seasonally adjusted data available for some series 
covers all industries 


covers the self-employed 


How to use the data: see case studies 1 and 2 (p. 28) 


Where you can find the data: 


. In regular publications: 
Labour Force Information (Cat.71-001P), monthly 
The Labour Force (Cat. 71-001), monthly 
Historical Labour Force Statistics (Cat. 71-201), annual 


. In occasional publications: 
Labour Force Annual Averages (Cat. 71-529) 
Enterprising Canadians: The Self-employed in Canada (Cat. 71-536) 
Family Characteristics and Labour Force Activity: Annual Averages 1977-1984 (Cat. 71-533) 


. In analytic reports: 
Labour Market Activity of Disabled Persons in Canada (Cat. 71-535, No. 1) 
The Decline of Unpaid Family Work in Canada (Cat. 71-535, No. 2) 
Results from a Special Survey of Employers (Cat. 71-535, No. 3) 


. From other sources: CANSIM (Canadian Socio-Economic Information Management System, Statistics 
Canada’s publicly accessible database (613-951-8200)) 


. And through special tabulations and microdata tapes available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


Labour Force Survey Sub-division 
Household Surveys Division 
(613) 951-9448 


Survey of Employment, Payrolls and Hours (SEPH) 


What it’s about: measures employment, paid hours and earnings of paid workers in most industries 


What we survey: all sizes of firms and institutions in all industries except agriculture, fishing and trapping, 
private households, religious organizations and the military 


How we collect the data: sample of 70,000 establishments drawn from a central file of employers maintained by 
the Central Services Division of Statistics Canada; establishments are surveyed by mail, with regional office 
telephone follow-up 


How often: monthly 
The response rate: 90% (for final estimates) 
The reference period: last 7 days of the month 


The geographic detail: Canada, provinces, territories, census metropolitan areas, urban areas of 25,000 or more 
population and economic regions (Ontario and Quebec) 


The demographics: none 
What labour market information is collected: 
* total employees (salaried employees, employees paid by the hour, other employees) 
average weekly earnings including/excluding overtime earnings for all categories of employees 
average weekly overtime earnings of all employees, salaried employees and employees paid by the hour 
average weekly hours of salaried employees and of employees paid by the hour 
average weekly overtime hours of employees paid by the hour 
average hourly earnings including/excluding overtime of employees paid by the hour 
average hourly overtime earnings of employees paid by the hour 


When it’s available: preliminary data are published within 60 days of the reference period, and revised estimates 
30 days later 


How far back: data are available since March 1983 


Related surveys: Before the introduction of SEPH in 1983, three main sources were used to collect data on 
employment, earnings and hours: the Employment, Payrolls and Manhours Survey (ES-1) (survey of large firms 
in the commercial industries), the Employment Sample Survey (ES-2) (survey of small firms in the commercial 
industries) and other employment surveys covering institutions and organizations in the non-commercial sector 
(GAP) (survey of education, health and welfare, and religious organizations). 


The ES-1, a monthly survey of all firms employing 20 or more persons in any month of the year, was initiated in 
1919 and collected data on employment only. In 1941, payroll statistics were added. The survey was extended to 
include data on hours and hourly earnings in 1945. The objective of the survey was to measure the levels and the 
month-to-month trends of employment, paid hours and earnings for the commercial sector of the economy. 


These measures were expressed in an index form for employment and as weekly averages for earnings and paid 
hours. This survey was terminated in 1983. 


The ES-2, which began in 1961, provided employment data on a monthly basis from a sample of firms employing 
fewer than 20 employees. This survey was terminated in 1983. 


From 1968 to 1983, separate employment data gathering activities (including data sources from various divisions 
collectively known as GAP) were conducted on a census basis in hospitals, educational institutions and related 
services, as well as in religious and welfare organizations. Estimates from the ES-2 survey and GAP were com- 
bined with estimates from the Employment, Payrolls and Manhours Survey and other employment surveys and 
published monthly in Estimates of Employees by Province and Industry (Cat. 72-008). These estimates were 
designed to measure levels and trends in non-agricultural employment by industry and province. 


(For information on linking SEPH data with the ES-1, ES-2 and GAP, consult Labour Division.) 
The advantages to you: 

* timely information 

* frequent 

* extensive industrial detail 

* detailed geographic data 

* the only source of current weekly earnings data 


How to use the data: see case studies 3 and 17 (pp. 29 and 33) 


Where you can find the data: 


1. In regular publications: Employment, Earnings and Hours (Cat. 72-002), monthly 


2. In special reports: Employment, Earnings and Hours: Annual Averages and Time Series (uncatalogued); also 
available on diskette 


3. From other sources: CANSIM 


4. And through special tabulations available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


Employment and Earnings Statistics Section 
Labour Division 
(613) 951-4090 


Census of Population 


What it’s about: provides demographic, social, economic and cultural information on the Canadian population 


Who we survey: for labour market data, all Canadian citizens and landed immigrants aged 15 and over excluding 
inmates of institutions 


How we collect the data: household survey; labour market data collected from a 20% sample of the population 


(in 1986) through self-enumeration or canvasser enumeration (in remote and northern areas of the country and 
on Indian reserves) 


How often: labour market and income data are collected every ten years (decennial census) and occasionally col- 
lected in the five-year (quinquennial) census, e.g., 1986 


The response rate: about 95% (varies according to questions and years) 


The reference period: the previous calendar year for income and weeks worked; the week before Census Day for 
labour force status; the previous 17 months for occupation, industry and class of worker data 


The geographic detail: Canada, provinces and territories, counties, federal electoral districts, census divisions, 
census metropolitan areas, census agglomerations, municipalities, census sub-divisions, enumeration areas, cen- 
sus tracts, block face (geocoding allows data users to obtain estimates for very specific geographic areas) 


The demographics: age, sex, education and major field of study, marital status, household relationships, ethnic 
and cultural origin, mother tongue, language spoken at home, knowledge of official languages, respondent’s 
place of birth, citizenship, period or year of immigration, disability (1986) 


What labour market information is collected: 
* occupation (approximately 500 codes) 
industry (approximately 400 codes) 
class of worker (paid worker, self-employed, unpaid family worker) 
weeks worked in calendar year preceding Census 
labour market activities in week preceding Census 
wages and salaries 
farm and non-farm self-employment income (net) 


When it’s available: employment and unemployment data are available 21 months after Census Day; income 
data are available 24 months after Census Day 


How far back: wage and salary data since 1901, labour force data since 1951, employment income and total in- 
come since 1961 


The advantages to you: 
* very extensive geographic detail 
extensive number of characteristics available for cross-tabulation 


population coverage includes the Yukon and Northwest Territories 
consistent historical database 


very accurate data 


How to use the data: see case studies 1, 2, 4, 6 and 8 (pp. 28 to 30) 


Where you can find the data: 


1. In 1986 Census labour and income publications: 
* Labour Force Activity (Cat. 93-111) 

* Occupation (Cat. 93-112) 

* Industry (Cat. 93-113) 

* Total Income: Individuals (Cat. 93-114) 

* Employment Income: Individuals (Cat. 93-115)** 
* Employment Income by Occupation (Cat. 93-116) 
Family Income: Census Families (Cat. 93-117)** 


* 


Family Income: Economic Families (Cat. 93-118) ** 
Household Income: Private Households (Cat. 93-119)** 

* Occupational Trends, 1961-1986 (Cat. 93-151) 

* Industry Trends, 1951-1986 (Cat. 93-152) 

* Canadians and Their Occupations: A Profile (Cat. 93-157) 
* Women and the Labour Force (Cat. 98-125)** 

* Family Income (Cat. 98-128)** 

* Employment Income (Cat. 98-129)** 

* Occupation and Industry (Cat. 98-135)** 


** To be released sometime in 1989 


2. From other sources: For a complete list of all 1981 and 1986 Census dissemination products, consult 
Products and Services of the 1981 Census of Canada (uncatalogued) and 1986 Census Products and Services 
(Cat. 99-103E) 


3. And through special tabulations and microdata tapes available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


Customer Services 
Census Operations Division 
(613) 951-9534 


Survey of Consumer Finances (SCF) 


What it’s about: collects income data for families and unattached individuals by source of income; periodically 
collects data on their assets and indebtedness; provides information for analysing the distribution of income for 
individuals and families; provides data on earnings of men and women, income statistics on dual earner families, 
low income statistics, etc. 


Who we survey: same as LFS 


How we collect the data: sub-sample of the LFS consisting of 32,000 households; telephone interviews since 1988 
(prior to that, self-enumeration or personal interviews) 


How often: conducted annually in April as a supplement to the LFS 
The response rate: 80% 
The reference period: previous calendar year 


The geographic detail: Canada, provinces and census metropolitan areas; data also available by type of area 
(small urban, rural, etc.) 


The demographics: age, sex, education, marital status, family relationships and household composition, immigra- 
tion status and mother tongue 


What labour market information is collected: 

annual wages and salaries 

annual farm and non-farm self-employment income (net) 

annual UI benefits received (gross) 

annual work experience 

CPP/QPP benefits received 
When it’s available: data are published by the end of the collection year 
How far back: most data are conceptually consistent since 1971 
The advantages to you: 
* provides time series data on sources of income of Canadian households 
* can be linked to LFS data 


* can link income and labour market data of individuals with family data 


How to use the data: see case studies 2 and 7 (pp. 28 and 30) 


Where you can find the data: 
1. In regular publications: 
* Income Distributions by Size in Canada (Cat. 13-207), annual 
* Family Income: Census Families (Cat. 13-208), annual 
Earnings of Men and Women (Cat. 13-217), annual 
Household Facilities by Income and Other Characteristics (Cat. 13-218), annual 


. In occasional publications: The Distribution of Wealth in Canada, 1984 (Cat. 13-580) 


. In analytic reports: 

Changes in the Distribution of Wealth in Canada, 1970-1984 (Cat. 13-588, No. 1) 
Pensions and Incomes of the Elderly in Canada, 1971-1985 (Cat. 13-588, No. 2) 
The Characteristics of Dual-eamer Families (Cat. 13-588, No. 3) 


. From other sources: Research papers (uncatalogued); staff reports on selected income topics (un- 
catalogued) 


. And through special tabulations and microdata tapes available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


Income and Housing Surveys Section 
Household Surveys Division 
(613) 951-9778 


Labour Market Activity Survey (LMAS) 


What it’s about: provides measures of labour market participation (e.g., spells of employment and unemploy- 
ment) and information on the characteristics of jobs held during the calendar year 


Who we survey: same as the LFS, but only covers the population aged 16 to 69 


How we collect the data: sub-sample of the LFS consisting of 40,000 households, cross-sectionally representative 
sample for 1986, 1987 and 1988 and longitudinally representative sample for 1986 and 1987; data collected by 
personal and telephone interviews 


How often: conducted annually using a survey design which combines an initial personal/telephone interview as 
a supplement to the LFS with a subsequent telephone interview one year later; both interviews are conducted in 
January or February 


The response rate: 96% of responding LFS individuals, 3% attrition for longitudinal component 
The reference period: previous calendar year 
The geographic detail: Canada, provinces, economic regions and census metropolitan areas 
The demographics: age, sex, marital status, education, family relationships and household composition 
What labour market information is collected: 

labour market participation (employment, unemployment and inactivity) over the past year 

usual work schedule (hours per day, days per week, weeks per month) 

usual wage or salary (hourly, weekly, annually) 

participation in Employment and Immigration Canada retraining and job search programs 

union membership and collective agreement coverage 

private pension plan coverage 

firm size 

reasons for job loss or work interruptions 


duration of spells of employment, unemployment and inactivity 


When it’s available: data are published within 10 to 12 months of collection 


How far back: the LMAS was first conducted in 1987 but there are related surveys going back to 1977 (see Re- 
lated surveys) 


Related surveys: The design of the LMAS is partially based on three former LFS supplementary surveys: the An- 


nual Work Patterns Survey (AWPS), the Survey of 1981 Work History (SWH), and the Survey of Union Mem- 
bership (SUM). 


The AWPS, conducted annually from 1978 to 1985 (with the exception of 1981), estimated the number of per- 
sons who were employed, unemployed or attending school full-time during the reference year. 


The SWH, conducted in January 1982, provided detailed information on up to four jobs held by Canadians in 


1981, including industry, occupation and work schedule. Wage and salary data were collected as well as informa- 
tion on union membership. 


«10: 


The SUM was conducted in December 1984. This survey was restricted to information on the current or most 


recent paid job held that year. Information was collected on wages and salaries, union membership, pension 
coverage and work schedules. 


The advantages to you: 


* detailed information on employment patterns and concentration of unemployment 


* provides longitudinal data on patterns of employment and unemployment over a two-year period 


* availability of wage rate, salary, union membership and pension plan coverage data 


* the first year of each two-year cycle of the survey can be linked to LFS data 


How to use the data: see case studies 7, 9, 12, 13 and 15 (pp. 30 to 33) 


Where you can find the data: 
. In current publications (published or in progress): 
a series of 9 profiles illustrating the range of information for a particular labour market group (e.g., older 


workers, part-time workers, low-wage earners, workers with high job turnover) 


evaluation studies comparing LMAS information with data from other sources (e.g., employment, unemploy- 
ment and wage data) 


analytical studies (e.g., long-term unemployment, recurring unemployment, patterns of employment and un- 
employment) 


. In past publications: Patterns of Full- and Part-year Employment and Unemployment: Results of the Annual 
Work Patterns Surveys , 1977 to 1980 (Cat. 71-531) 


. In published articles in The Labour Force (Cat. 71-001): 
"Summary Analysis of the Annual Work Patterns Survey, 1979", July 1980 
"Work Schedules in 1981: Results of a Special Survey", October 1982 
"Hourly Earnings in 1981: Results of a Special Survey", November 1983 
"Results from the Survey of Annual Work Patterns: 1983 and 1984", July 1985 
"Hourly Earnings in 1984", December 1985 
"Results from the Annual Work Patterns Survey: 1984 and 1985", March 1986 


. And through special tabulations and microdata tapes available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


LMAS Project Manager 
Labour and Household Surveys Analysis Division 
(613) 951-4617 
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Survey of Job Opportunities 


What it’s about: identifies persons not in the labour force who want to work although they are not currently seek- 
ing work (including discouraged workers*); examines their recent labour market activities, the type of employ- 
ment they want and their reasons for not looking for work 


* The results of the Survey of Job Opportunities complement the monthly measures of "discouragement" derived 
from the LFS. The LFS identifies persons who looked for work in the previous six months but not in the past 
four weeks because they believe no work is available. The Survey of Job Opportunities covers a much broader 
group, since it includes all persons who report wanting a job, whether or not they have ever actively looked for 
one. 


Who we survey: same as LFS 


How we collect the data: uses complete LFS sample of 48,000 households; data collected by personal and 
telephone interviews 


How often: conducted annually in March as a supplement to the LFS; was also conducted in September 1981 
and 1984 


The response rate: 95% 

The reference period: March or September LFS reference week 

The geographic detail: Canada, provinces and selected economic regions 

The demographics: age, sex, education, marital status, family relationships and household composition 


What labour market information is collected: previous employment information and job search data on dis- 
couraged workers (see also the Labour Force Survey profile on p. 2) 


When it’s available: data are published within 4 weeks of collection 
How far back: data are consistent since 1979 

The advantages to you: 

* timely information 


* provides industry trends 
* can be linked to LFS data 


How to use the data: see case study 7 (p. 30) 


Where you can find the data: 
. In published articles: 
in selected issues of The Labour Force (Cat. 71-001), monthly 


in selected issues of Labour Force Information (Cat. 71-001P), monthly 


Persons Not in the Labour Force: Job Search Activities and the Desire for Employment (LFS Research Papers 
No. 21, 23, 25, 27) 


2. And through special tabulations and microdata tapes available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


Special Surveys Group 
Household Surveys Division 
(613) 951-4600 
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Absence from Work Survey (AWS) 


What it’s about: obtains information about work absences of at least two weeks duration due to illness, accident 
or pregnancy, and the financial compensation received by paid employees for such absences 


Who we survey: subset of LFS population, namely persons employed as paid workers at some time during the 
previous year 


How we collect the data: sub-sample of the LFS usually consisting of 24,000 households; data mainly collected by 
telephone interviews 


How often: conducted annually in February as a supplement to the LFS 

The response rate: 95% 

The reference period: previous calendar year 

The geographic detail: Canada, provinces 

The demographics: age, sex, education, marital status and family relationships 
What labour market information is collected: 

* number of absences of two or more weeks 

* reason for the most recent absence and its duration 

* types of compensation received from most recent absence 


* number of weeks each type of compensation was received 


When it’s available: data are available within one to two months of collection 
How far back: data are consistent since 1977 

The advantages to you: 

* timely information 

* the only survey that provides compensation data 

* can be linked to LFS data 


How to use the data: see case study 7 (p. 30) 


Where you can find the data: 


1, In published articles: in the November 1982 and March 1987 issues of The Labour Force (Cat. 71-001), 
monthly 


2. And through special tabulations and microdata tapes available on a cost-recovery basis from: 
Special Surveys Group 


Household Surveys Division 
(613) 951-4588 
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National Work Injuries Statistics Program 


What it’s about: supplies data on work-related time-loss injuries and illnesses; used in launching and evaluating 
industrial/occupational accident and illness prevention programs 


Who we survey: census of all persons whose claim for compensation for time-loss or permanent disability was ac- 
cepted by workers’ compensation boards 


How we collect the data: administrative records obtained from provincial and territorial workers’ compensation 
boards 


How often: annual 

The reference period: calendar year 

The geographic detail: Canada, provinces and territories 
The demographics: age and sex 

What labour market information is collected: 


month and year of injury 

occupation 

industry 

nature of injury (burn, fracture and 26 others) 

part of body injured (arm, back, leg and six others) 
sources of injury (machine, chemical and 48 others) 


type of accident (fall, electric shock and 16 others) 
When it’s available: data are published within 12 months of collection 
How far back: data are available since 1982 


The advantages to you: 


* data available by industry and occupation 


* very detailed classification of injuries and accidents 
How to use the data: sce case studies 10 and 11 (p. 31) 
Where you can find the data: 


1. In regular publications: Work Injuries (Cat. 72-208), annual 


2. And through special tabulations available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


National Work Injuries Statistics Program 
Labour Division 
(613) 951-4040 or 951-4044 


Unemployment Insurance Statistics 


What it’s about: Statistics Canada has the mandate to compile and publish unemployment insurance statistics, 
which are prepared from information obtained from Employment and Immigration Canada 


Who we survey: all persons contributing UI premiums (insured population); those who are claiming UI benefits 
(claimants) and those who are receiving benefits (beneficiaries) 


How we collect the data: administrative data obtained from Employment and Immigration Canada 
How often: monthly 


The reference period: for beneficiaries, the LFS reference week; for claims and benefits, the reference period is 
the month 


The geographic detail: Canada, provinces, territories, federal electoral districts, census divisions, census 
metropolitan areas 


The demographics: age and sex 
What labour market information is collected: 
benefit payments and number of weeks paid 
number of beneficiaries by type of benefits (regular, illness, accident, pregnancy and others) 
unemployment insurance benefits expressed as a percentage of wages and salaries (Canada) 
number of initial and renewal claims received (by province) 
beneficiaries by last occupation 
annual number of contributors 
number of workers on claims 
When it’s available: preliminary data are available 60 days after the reference month, and final data are avail- 
able 120 days after the reference month 
How far back: summary data started in 1943 
The advantages to you: 
* timely information 
* long time series 
* free of sampling errors 


* small area data 


How to use the data: see case study 5 (p. 29) 


Where you can find the data: 
1. In regular publications: 


* Unemployment Insurance Statistics (Cat. 73-001), monthly 
* Unemployment Insurance Statistics, Annual Supplement (Cat. 73-202S), annual 


2. From other sources: CANSIM 
3. And through special tabulations available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


Unemployment Insurance Statistics Section 


Labour Division 
(613) 951-4045 
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Small Area Income Estimates 


What it’s about: provides intercensal income estimates for small geographic areas based on System of National 
Accounts (SNA) concepts and benchmarks of various SNA components at the provincial level 


How we collect the data: System of National Accounts and various administrative data sources 
How often: annual 
The reference period: calendar year 


The geographic detail: Canada, provinces, subprovincial regions, counties or census divisions, census 
metropolitan areas 


The demographics: none 

What income information is collected: 
personal income 
personal disposable income 
money income (before and after tax) 
wages and salaries 
income from self-employment 
government transfer payments 
investment income and rent 
federal and provincial income tax 
effective tax rates 
direct taxes and other transfers from persons to government 


thematic maps showing area income classifications 


When it’s available : data are published 18 to 24 months after the reference period 
How far back: most data are available from 1980 onwards 
The advantages to you: 


* extensive source of subprovincial intercensal income data 


* data conceptually compatible with other income data from Statistics Canada (e.g., Census, Survey of Con- 
sumer Finances, National Accounts) 


How to use the data: see case study 6 (p. 30) 


Where you can find the data: 


1. Inregular publications: Income Estimates for Subprovincial Areas (Cat. 13-216), annual since 1983 
2. In occasional publications: Income Estimates for Subprovincial Areas (Cat. 13-576), prior to 1983 


3. From other sources: CANSIM 


ate 


4. For more information contact: 


Small Area Income Data Section 
Labour and Household Surveys Analysis Division 
(613) 951-6900 


Labour Income Estimates 


What it’s about: provides estimates of labour income, that is, wages and salaries, and supplementary labour in- 
come, such as employer contributions to the Canada Pension Plan and Unemployment Insurance 


Who we survey: all paid employees 


How we collect the data: combination of administrative data from Revenue Canada and data based on various 
annual and monthly Statistics Canada surveys, mainly SEPH 


How often: monthly 

The reference period: calendar month 

The geographic detail: Canada, provinces and territories 

The demographics: none 

What labour market information is collected: aggregate monthly wage and salary data by industry 
When it’s available: data are published within 2 to 3 months of collection 

How far back: data are consistent since 1961 

The advantages to you: 

* long time series 

* covers all industries 


* seasonally adjusted data available on a monthly basis 


How to use the data: see case study 18 (p. 33) 


Where you can find the data: 


1. In regular publications: Estimates of Labour Income (Cat. 72-005), quarterly 
2. From other sources: CANSIM 
3. And through special tabulations available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


Labour Income Section 
Labour Division 
(613) 951-4051 


Help-wanted Index 


What it’s about: serves as an indicator of labour market conditions by measuring changes in the level of help- 
wanted ads published in selected metropolitan area newspapers 


What we survey: 22 newspapers from across Canada excluding the Yukon and the Northwest Territories 


How we collect the data: survey of help-wanted advertisements published in the classified sections of selected 
newspapers in selected metropolitan areas 


How often: monthly 


The reference period: the Saturday of the LFS reference week (usually the week containing the 15th day of the 
month) 


The geographic detail: Canada and five regions (Atlantic, Quebec, Ontario, Prairies and British Columbia) 
The demographics: none 

What labour market information is collected: serves as an indicator of the current demand for labour 
When it’s available: data are released on the second Thursday following the reference month 

How far back: January 1962 to present 

The advantages to you: 

* important labour demand indicator 


* published on a regular basis by Statistics Canada 


How to use the data: see case study 14 (p. 32) 


Where you can find the data: 
1. Inregular publications: Help-wanted Index (Cat. 71-204), annual 
2. From other sources: CANSIM 


3. And through special tabulations available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


Unemployment Insurance Statistics Section 
Labour Division 
(613) 951-4045 


Labour Union Returns (CALURA) 


What it’s about: evaluates the extent and effect of the association of Canadians with international labour unions; 
financial and other information from certain corporations and labour unions with activities in Canada are col- 
lected under the auspices of the Corporations and Labour Unions Returns Act (CALURA) 


What we survey: labour union data cover all labour unions having 100 or more members resident in Canada 


How we collect the data: information supplied by various unions and corporations through a mail-out/mail-back 
survey and telephone follow-up 


How often: annual 
The reference period: the previous calendar year and/or fiscal year for labour union data 


The geographic detail: Canada, provinces and territories, metropolitan areas, and in some cases, areas in the 
United States 


The demographics: sex (labour union data) 
What labour market information is collected: (obtained from the labour union portion of CALURA) 


* number of unionized workers by industry 
* the amount of dues paid by union members 


* assets, income and expenditures by type of union (international, national and government) 


When it’s available: data are published 18 to 24 months after the reference period 


How far back: data have been published since 1962; a major series break occurred in 1983 when 1981 revisions to 
CALURA came into effect 


The advantages to you: 
* the only major source of data on unionization 


* provides a breakdown of members affiliated with international, national and government unions 


* gives a financial picture of trade unions 


How to use the data: see case study 16 (p. 33) 


Where you can find the data: 


1. In regular publications: Annual Report of the Minister of Supply and Services Canada Under the Corporations 
and Labour Unions Returns Act: Part IT Labour Unions (Cat. 71-202), annual 


2. And through special tabulations and microdata tapes available on a cost-recovery basis from: 


Labour Unions Section 
Industrial Organization and Finance Division 
(613) 951-9862 


= 


Employer-Sponsored Pension Plans Data 


What it’s about: offers a wide range of data on pension plans provided by employers 
Who we survey: census of all employer-sponsored pension plans in Canada 


How we collect the data: information taken from administrative records of government pension authorities 
provided to Statistics Canada; for 5% of the plans, employers are surveyed directly by Statistics Canada 


How often: published every two years 

The reference period: January 1 of the year prior to release 
The geographic detail: Canada, provinces and territories 
The demographics: sex 

What labour market information is collected: 

* type of pension plan 

* proportion of earnings contributed to pension plans 

* pension coverage by province 


* private/public sector breakdown 


When it’s available: data are published 18 months after the reference period 

How far back: comparable data are available for selected years starting in 1960 

The advantages to you: 

* the major source of data on work-related pension plans 

* contains complete information on the extent of pension plan coverage in both the public and private sectors 
* provides data on selected characteristics of pension plans such as eligibility criteria, type of plan, contribution 


and benefit rates, vesting provisions, retirement ages and death benefits 


How to use the data: see case study 13 (p. 32) 


Where you can find the data: 
1. In occasional publications: Pension Plans in Canada (Cat. 74-401), biennial 


(Details on the financial operations of pension plans operated by trustees are published in Trusteed Pension 
Plans: Financial Statistics (Cat. 74-201), annual, and Quarterly Estimates of Trusteed Pension Funds (Cat. 74- 


001).) 
2. And through special tabulations available on a cost-recovery basis from: 
Pensions Section 


Labour Division 
(613) 951-4034 


Other Labour Market Data Sources 


Special Surveys 


The special surveys program at Statistics Canada provides a wide range of labour market data other than those 
already described in this guide. The program’s ad hoc surveys, many of which are conducted as supplements to 
the Labour Force Survey, collect data of special interest that are not normally produced as part of the national 
statistical program of Statistics Canada. They are mostly directed towards particular and immediate policy is- 
sues and are carried out for sponsors on a cost-recovery basis. The following are some special surveys that were 
conducted in recent years. 


e Survey of Displaced Workers - January 1986 - provided information on people who lost their jobs over the 
five years preceding the survey as a result of plant closures, layoffs or employers going out of business. 


e Survey of the Self-employed - November 1986 - collected data on the number and characteristics of paid 
workers employed by the self-employed. 


e Survey of Maternity Leave - February 1985 - provided detailed information on women who stop working due 
to pregnancy and/or the birth of a child. 


e Survey of Work Reduction - June 1985 - estimated the amount of work that could be made available to the un- 
employed by the voluntary reduction in hours worked by the employed. 


A complete list of the special surveys conducted each year can be found in the annual publication, Overview of 
Special Surveys (uncatalogued). Users who have very specific data needs may want to consider sponsoring a spe- 
cial survey on a particular subject. For more information on special surveys, contact the Special Surveys Group 
at Statistics Canada (613-951-9476). 


Other Statistics Canada Surveys 


Employment data are also collected in other surveys conducted by Statistics Canada. These include the Census 
of Construction and the Census of Manufactures as well as many other smaller surveys. In addition, the Small 
Business and Special Surveys Division provides tax-based employment data. Information on these surveys can 
be found in the Guide to Federal Government Labour Statistics (Cat. 72-512). 


Perspectives on Labour and Income 


Perspectives on Labour and Income (Cat. 75-001E) is a new Statistics Canada quarterly publication which deals 
with current labour market and income issues. This unique publication provides informative analyses based on 
data from many sources. For more information, contact Maryanne Webber (613-951-6894). 


Keeping Up-to-date 


A list of publications and the range of available information have been provided for each source of labour 
market data described in this guide. But how are users notified when information is publicly available? It is the 
policy of Statistics Canada to announce all new data and publication releases in The Daily (Cat. 11-001E). The 
information in this daily bulletin is also supplied in a more condensed form in a weekly digest called Infomat 
(Cat. 11-002E). 


Any Comments? 


This guide was prepared by Christine Campbell, Labour and Household Surveys Analysis Division (613-951- 


4629). For additional copies or to comment on the guide, please contact the author or the Statistics Canada 
reference centre in: 


St. John’s (772-4073) Winnipeg (983-4020) 
Halifax (426-5331) Regina (780-5405) 
Montreal (283-5725) Edmonton (495-3027) 
Ottawa (951-8116) Calgary (292-6717) 
Toronto (973-6586) Vancouver (666-3691) 


Toll-free access is provided in all provinces and territories, for users who reside outside the local dialing area of 
any of the regional reference centres. 


Newfoundland and Labrador 1-800-563-4255 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 

and Prince Edward Island 1-800-565-7192 
Quebec 1-800-361-2831 
Ontario 1-800-268-1151 
Manitoba 1-800-542-3404 
Saskatchewan 1-800-657-7164 
Alberta 1-800-282-3907 
Southern Alberta 1-800-472-9708 
British Columbia (South and Central) 1-800-663-1551 
Yukon and Northern B.C. 

(area served by NorthwesTel Inc.) Zenith 0-8913 
Northwest Territories 

(area served by NorthwesTel Inc.) — Call collect 403-495-2011 
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CASE STUDIES 


The following are hypothetical case studies representing the different types of users who may need employment, 
unemployment or employment income data for various reasons. Some conceptual problems that may be en- 
countered by users are highlighted in the examples that follow. As indicated, more than one source is often 
needed to fully meet the user’s needs. 


Case Study 1: Journalist 


A business reporter for a newspaper is doing a comparison of unemployment trends from the 1940s to the 1980s 
for a special report. She needs to know what types of people (sex, age group, marital status, education) are un- 
employed, employed and not in the labour force. 


What data sources are available? 
Census, Labour Force Survey 
Why use these? 


The Labour Force Survey (LFS) started in 1945 but labour market-related estimates consistent with those 
published today are available only from 1966 onwards. Consistency over time is also an issue when using Census 
data but the time series is longer. It is possible for this journalist to use Census data to get historical information 
to 1986. These data relate to the week before Census Day - generally late May. Post-1986 information can be ob- 
tained from the LFS, ideally using May or June results rather than annual averages, to update Census data. 


Case Study 2: Academic Researcher 


A sociology professor at Dalhousie University is studying the promotional barriers North American women 
have faced since they began entering the work force in higher numbers. He needs background data on 
employed and unemployed women back to 1975 by industry and occupation, and data on earnings. 


What data sources are available? 
Labour Force Survey, Census, Survey of Consumer Finances 
Why use these? 


Female employment and unemployment data by industry and occupation groupings are available from the 
Labour Force Survey. (The unemployment data refer to the industry and occupation of the last job held, not to 
the type of job being sought.) If more detailed industry or occupation information is needed, the Census can be 
consulted for specific years (e.g., 1981 and 1986 data). The Survey of Consumer Finances (SCF) and the Census 
both provide earnings data, but the SCF estimates are annual while the more reliable Census data are available 
only once every five years. 


Both Census and SCF data need to be used with particular care, however, when they are being cross-tabulated 
by industry and occupation.The earnings data of both sources pertain to the previous calendar year, but the 
person’s industry and occupation may refer to a different job in some cases. (Detailed industry and wage data 
are also available from the Survey of Employment, Payrolls and Hours, but sex is not identified - one of this re- 
searcher’s key requirements.) 


Case Study 3: Academic Researcher 


A professor at the University of Minnesota is studying the performance and economic importance of the forest 
product industry in the 15 principal timber-producing states. She also wants to include the Canadian provinces 
in her assessment of the North American timber-related industries. She needs employment and average weekly 
earnings data for specific timber-related industries for the last 20 years. 


What data sources are available? 


oe Payrolls and Manhours Survey, Employment Sample Survey, Survey of Employment, Payrolls and 
ours 


Why use these? 


Employment and earnings data based on the Employment, Payrolls and Manhours Survey and the Employment 
Sample Survey are readily available for the period of January 1961 to March 1983. The data from the Survey of 
Employment, Payrolls and Hours are available from March 1983 to date. Care must be taken in using these two 
data sources together, however, since they differ conceptually and aren’t fully comparable. 


Case Study 4: Political Researcher 


A researcher for a member of the official opposition is seeking information on the geographic distribution of 
employed and unemployed professionals and unskilled labourers. The party will use this information to plan its 
campaign platforms and prepare speeches to be used in public appearances across the country. 


What data sources are available? 
Census 
Why use it? 


This data user needs employment and unemployment estimates for small areas for selected occupations, 
grouped to form "professional" and "unskilled" categories. Because these terms mean different things to dif- 
ferent people, Statistics Canada’s Standard Occupational Classification Manual should be used to enable the 
data user to identify those occupations he or she wishes to include in the "professional" and the "unskilled" 
categories. Census data on the number of persons employed and unemployed in the two derived occupational 
categories can then be obtained for small areas. (Federal electoral districts are part of standard Census geog- 
raphy; results can be obtained for other areas as well, e.g., provincial electoral districts, through geocoding.) 


Case Study 5: Political Researcher 


A researcher calling on behalf of a Member of Parliament wants to know how many persons are receiving Un- 
employment Insurance benefits in his riding. He needs this information by age and sex for policy planning pur- 
poses. 


What data sources are available? 
Unemployment Insurance statistics . 


Why use it? 


Unemployment insurance statistics, which are published monthly, are detailed by Sex, age, occupation, insurable 
earnings, type of benefit received, and number of weeks on claim. Because the statistics come from a census of 

all persons receiving unemployment insurance benefits they can be tabulated for very fine geographic areas, for 
postal codes. It is possible for this Member of Parliament to obtain the required data 


by census metropolitan area, census agglomeration, and for other small areas. 


example, areas defined by 


eh ti 


Case Study 6: Municipal Government Official 


A western municipal government task force needs to know whether there are enough well-paid workers in its 
growing municipality to warrant a large-scale upgrading of the downtown core area to boutiques and specialty 
shops. 


What data sources are available? 
Census, Small area income estimates 
Why use these? 


The municipal task force will require timely income and employment estimates for their municipality. The latest 
Census can provide them with employment and income estimates for small areas (e.g., neighbourhoods) for that 
year. It also permits comparisons with neighbouring areas as well as provincial and national averages. Income 
data for census metropolitan areas for intercensal periods can be obtained from small area income estimates. 


Case Study 7: Federal Government Analyst 


A government department is doing a study on older workers, that is, those aged 55 and older. It needs to know 
the employment levels, income, absences and job opportunities associated with this group in order to create 
part-time jobs for retirement-age persons. 


What data sources are available? 


Labour Market Activity Survey, Survey of Consumer Finances, Absence from Work Survey, Survey of Job Op- 
portunities 


Why use these? 


Each source provides part of the overall picture needed to develop appropriate policies to benefit this group of 
Canadians. The Labour Market Activity Survey provides detailed employment and unemployment estimates for 
older workers over a 24-month period while the Survey of Consumer Finances (SCF) offers data on sources and 
levels of income. The Absence from Work Survey and the Survey of Job Opportunities provide additional infor- 
mation on lengthy work-related absences and on the employment expectations of persons outside the labour 
force. The continuity of these data series is particularly important because it allows this user to monitor labour 
market-related changes among older workers over time. 


Case Study 8: Market Researcher 


A Toronto-based market research firm has been asked to find out where professionals aged 25 to 35 with above- 
average incomes are concentrated in Canada. The firm’s client is preparing a direct mail advertising campaign 
for the sale of initialized natural leather briefcases. 


What data sources are available? 
Census 


Why use it? 


An efficient direct mail advertising campaign requires the identification of very small areas, e.g., enumeration 
areas, within which significant numbers of the target group reside. The Census is the only data source that per- 
mits the production of estimates for small socio-demographic groups within such areas. In addition, historical 
data are available for some EAs. This information could then be used to determine if the identified areas were 
undergoing growth or decline in the target population. 


SO 


Case Study 9: Labour Market Researcher 


A Victoria communications company has been offered a contract to do a study on the work patterns of workers 
aged 55 to 70. The study focuses on the re-employment problems encountered by older workers when they suf- 


fer job loss. This information will be used in the development of government retraining policies to aid such 
workers. 


What data sources are available? 
Labour Market Activity Survey 
Why use it? 


The Labour Market Activity Survey is designed specifically to identify inefficiencies in the labour market. It can 
measure variables such as the length of time older workers are unemployed before finding new employment, 


what problems they have looking for new jobs, their need for retraining and whether they eventually find full- or 
part-time work. 


Case Study 10: Product Researcher 

A manufacturer of safety boots wants to study foot injuries occurring on construction sites in Canada. 
What data sources are available? 

National Work Injuries Statistics Program 

Why use it? 


The National Work Injuries Statistics Program collects data on work-related injuries and illnesses in Canada. 
This manufacturer’s needs can be met through the provision of a cross-tabulation of information on foot in- 
juries in Canada’s construction industry by source of injury and type of accident. 


Case Study 11: Medical Researcher 


A dermatologist at a Calgary hospital is studying work-related skin diseases. She would like to know which oc- 
cupations are most likely to have workers afflicted with dermatitis, and the demographic characteristics of these 
workers. 


What data sources are available? 
National Work Injuries Statistics Program 
Why use it? 


The National Work Injuries Statistics Program provides data on occupational dermatitis. Statistics are also avail- 
able on the cause of the injury, the part of body affected, and the age and sex of the worker. 


Case Study 12: Industry Association 


A Montreal-based industry association wants to know how unionization in Canada has changed since 1984. The 
association wants to compare union density rates by industry and examine differences by province. 


What data sources are available? 


Survey of Union Membership, Labour Market Activity Survey 


a 


Why use these? 


The Survey of Union Membership (SUM), conducted in 1984, provides data on union membership and collec- 
tive agreement coverage by industry and province for the most recent job held. These data can be used to calcu- 
late union density rates. The Labour Market Activity Survey (LMAS) provides more recent information on 
union membership and collective agreement coverage on up to five jobs held in 1986. Selected results from the 
LMAS can be used for comparison with SUM data. 


Case Study 13: Employee Benefit Consultant 


A Winnipeg-based consultant wants to determine whether there has been an increase in the number of defined 
contribution pension plans in the last two years. 


What data sources are available? 
Employer-sponsored pension plans data, Labour Market Activity Survey 
Why use these? 


Data on pension plans in Canada give information on the terms and conditions of employer-sponsored pension 
plans in Canada, including eligibility criteria, contribution and benefit rates, vesting provisions, type of benefit 
and retirement age. The number of male and female members of these plans is also available. Using these data, 
it is possible to determine the change in the number and percentage of defined contribution plans from 1960 to 
the present, as well as the change in the percentage of members covered by these plans. The Labour Market Ac- 
tivity Survey (LMAS) provides data on work-related pension plans from 1986 onwards. These data are available 
by demographic characteristics such as age, sex and education. 


Case Study 14: Financial Analyst 


A financial analyst at the Bank of Canada is revising the economic forecast for the 1990s. She would like to know 
whether there has been an increase in the demand for workers in the last year. 


What data sources are available? 
Help-wanted Index 
Why use it? 


The Help-wanted Index uses classified help-wanted advertisements published in selected metropolitan areas to 
derive a measure of employers’ demands for workers, which in turn partially reflects labour market conditions. 
These data are available back to 1962 on a monthly or annual basis for Canada and five regions (Atlantic provin- 
ces, Quebec, Ontario, the Prairies and British Columbia). 


Case Study 15: Social Policy Analyst 


A Maritime-based research institute wants to study the integration of youth into the labour market. It needs to 
know the types of jobs young Canadians hold, especially those who are no longer in school, and the length of 
time these jobs are held. 


What data sources are available? 
Labour Market Activity Survey 
Why use it? 


The Labour Market Activity Survey (LMAS) collects job-related data over a 24-month reference period. From 
the LMAS it can be determined whether youths who change jobs have moved to a new employer or have simply 


changed jobs while still working for the same employer. The LMAS also provides a breakdown of in-school 
and out-of-school youth. 


Case Study 16: Union Researcher 


A researcher for a national union wishes to examine the extent to which U.S.-based international unions 
operate in Canada. He needs to know how the international distribution of the unionized work force has 
changed over the past two decades and the industrial sectors, by province, in which the changes have occurred. 


What data sources are available? 
Labour union returns (CALURA) 
Why use it? 


Labour union returns data, available since 1962, cover every labour union operating in Canada with 100 or more 
members. Union membership data, which are published annually by industry and province, distinguish interna- 
tional from Canadian-based national and government employees’ unions. 


Case Study 17: Private Businessperson 


A Toronto manufacturer has a contract with a large utility company to produce generators over a period of 
several years. Since the costs of labour and materials change over time, the client and the manufacturer must 
reach an agreement on a fair price for the product over the term of the contract. 


What data sources are available? 
Survey of Employment, Payrolls and Hours 
Why use it? 


Earnings data from the Survey of Employment, Payrolls and Hours in conjunction with materials price indices 
obtained from the Industrial Product Price Index data series provide a useful source of data on labour and 
materials cost changes over time. The contract can incorporate escalation clauses which will ensure that cost 
changes over time are adequately reflected in the product price. 


Case Study 18: Economic Forecaster 


An economist working for the Minister of Finance has been asked to forecast the growth of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in the next quarter to determine the effect of legislated government expenditure restraints. To 
calculate an estimate he must find a source that provides as much data on GDP as possible. 


What data sources are available? 
Labour income estimates 
Why use it? 


Labour income represents approximately 50% of GDP and the data are available on a monthly basis. 
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année civile 
précédente 


24,000 
ménages 


Enquéte sur 


absence du travail 


annuelle 
annuelle 


février 


année civile 


données administratives année civile 
obtenues auprés des com- 
missions des accidents du 
travail des provinces et 


territoires 


Programme national 
de statistiques sur 
les accidents du 
travail 


méme semaine 
que |’EPA 


données administratives 
tirées des dossiers 
d’Emploi et Immigration 
Canada 


mois précédent 


Statistiques sur mensuelle 
l’assurance- 

chomage 

Estimations du annuelle 
revenu dans les 

petites régions 

Estimations du mensuelle 
revenu du travail 

Indice de l’offre mensuelle 22 journaux 
d’emploi 

Déclarations des 

syndicats ouvriers 

(CALURA) 


Données sur les 
régimes de retraite 


variable selon 
la source 


données administratives année civile 
tirées des fichiers de 


Revenu Canada (Impét) 


données tirées de diverses | mois civil mois civil 
sources (par exemple 
|EERH et les fichiers de 


Revenu Canada (Impdt)) 


samedi de la semaine | mois civil 
de référence de |’EPA 
(habituellement la 
semaine ou se trouve 
le quinzieéme jour du 
mois) 


année civile et/ou année civile 


année fiscale 


données recueillies aupres 
des syndicats ouvriers et 
des sociétés commerciales 


données administratives année civile 
obtenues auprés des auto- 
rités des régimes de 


retraite publics 


tous les deux 
ans 


le 1" janvier de 
l'année précédent la 


diffusion de données \~ \~ 


offerts par 
’employeur 


(1) Par exemple |l’age, le sexe et la scolarite. (4) Evaluation des prestations versées. 

(2) Y compris les revenus de placement, les paiements de transfert de (5) Données sur le nombre de personnes touchant des prestations ordi- 
l’Etat, les rentes de retraite et les revenus divers. naires. 

(3) Les données sont disponibles selon le type de revenu (par exemple, (6) Fournit un indice des emplois vacants. 
prestations d’assurance-chémage, allocations familiales) mais pas selon (7) Répartition entre les secteurs public et privé seulement. 


le montant touche. 


Vue densemble des enquétes 
et 
autres sources de donnees 


Enquéte ou type Supplément | Fréquence | Taille approximative Période de Periode de Données Données |Données | Données sur le revenu |Données | Données 
d’estimation de EPA de l’échantillon et/ou référence collecte démogra- | sur le sur la } = | sur sur le 
source de données phiques(') | secteur profession | Gains Autres ’emploi chomage 
d’activité revenus (2) 
Enquéte sur la popu- mensuelle 48,000 habituellement la semaine suivant 
lation active (EPA) ménages semaine ou se la période de 
( trouve le quinzieme | référence [\~ \~ \~ \~ \~ 
jour du mois 
Enquéte sur l'emploi, mensuelle 70,000 sept derniers jours | mois suivant la 
la remunération et les établissements du mois période de 
heures de travail référence iw \~ ~~ 
(EERH) 
Recensement de tous les cing | enquéte-ménage auprées variable selon les juin 
la population ans depuis _| d’un échantillon de 20% données recueillies 
1971 de la population en 1986 \~ [~ \~ \~ \~ \~ \~ 
(% variable) 
Enquéte sur les annuelle 32,000 année civile et/ou avril 
finances des ménages année fiscale 
consommateurs uw ~~ ~~ iw iw ~~ i~ ~ 
(EFC) 
Enquéte sur lapremiére | annuelle 40,000 a 50,000 année civile janvier et 
activité (EA) année meénages précédente février 
seulement 
Enquéte sur les annuelle 48,000 12 mois précédents 


perspectives ménages 
d'emploi 
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